STSD becomes a
registered charity!

Since 2001, we have been trying to
secure charity registration and, as a
result of recent precedent, it has
been agreed that, with changes to
our objectives, STSD will become,
at last, a Registered Charity. This will
enable us to seek funding from
charitable foundations. It will also
give the public, our members and
partners additional assurance that
we will be acting in the best interest
of the community and remain true
to our original objectives, as the
Charity Commission will constantly
monitor us.

The Charity Commission has
recommended some amendments
to our objects. The existing objects
to be replaced by the following
wording:

The preservation, conservation
and protection of the
environment and the promotion
of the prudent use of natural
resources by:

1. the education of the public
and the building trades and
professions in particular about
sustainable buildings and
development methods and
practices

2. research into sustainable
building and development
methods and practices and the
publication of the useful results
or research

3. the provision of advice upon,
and training in the skills related
to, sustainable building and
development methods and
practices.

‘Sustainable building and
development methods and
practices’ mean building and
development practices that meet
the needs of the present without
comprising the ability of future
generations to meet their own
needs.
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Updates

The architects’ latest impression of Great Bow Yard following design meetings to discuss the finer detail.

Great Bow Yard

After a long and detailed design
process, the building phase is finally
commencing. We expect to start
construction in mid July and complete
in the spring of 2005 - a little later than
we had first hoped. Our tree surgeons
went in early to clear and prune back
before birds started to nest, and the
whole team is looking forward to what
will surely be a very significant
development. Over half of the twelve
dwellings have already been reserved.
As our architects frequently point out,
we are using two different forms of
construction — for the North and the
East wings — so they have had to design

two completely different buildings. The
Trust has examined the plans in minute
detail, to ensure that wherever possible
we are using the material and form of
construction with the lowest possible
environmental impact.

This is not as straightforward a
calculation as it might sound; for
example, one form of insulation might
have a lower embodied energy in its
production but be produced in
Germany, whereas a locally produced
insulation may have a higher embodied
energy but would cost less and be less
energy-consuming in terms of
transportation.

...continues on page 2 0

STSD aims to make sustainable construction the norm rather than the
exception in Somerset by 2010. STSD is supported by Somerset County

Council, North Somerset Council, South Somerset District Council, the
Housing Corporation, Shell Better Britain and World Wildlife Fund (UK).




Great Bow Yard
continued from front page...

Nothing in the development has
escaped this kind of scrutiny. All the
timber in the construction has to be
shown, via an audit trail, to be FSC-
certified, or at least derived from
sustainable sources. Decking treatments
— usually pressure treated with highly
toxic chemicals, have been specified as
free of CCA (chromated copper
arsenate) while maintaining a proven
defence against fungal or insect attack.

Internally, the same degree of rigour
has been applied: toilets are to be low
or dual-flush, using harvested rainwater
on the North wing; aluminium has been
avoided wherever possible - even to the
door handles and push plates. Mineral
wool has been replaced by natural wool
or flax and PVC has been all but
eliminated — even from the electrical
cabling and guttering. Linoleum, which
is normally made from petrochemicals,
will be replaced on the kitchen &
bathroom floors with Artoleum which is
made from linseed oil, jute, rosin and
wood flour, and coloured with non-
toxic pigments.

There have been times during the
design process when we have found
ourselves educating the planners, the
building inspector, the NHBC (our
houses will carry the standard
insurance-backed 10-year NHBC
guarantee), the mechanical & electrical
engineers and even our architects, in
the technicalities of green building
techniques and materials. Research has
been commissioned as a result of our
insistence on the highest-quality
specification and already some of this
information has found its way into an
MSc thesis being written through the
Centre for Alternative Technology.

As the North wing employs the
‘thermal mass’ concept of construction,
we have had to address the question of
service runs very carefully. We found
one company who provide an excellent
distribution system built into skirting
boards, but the backing tray was plastic.
As a result of our conversations with
them, they have offered to produce a
metallic prototype which could replace
the plastic, and they recognised that in
future more and more developers and
public bodies would be tightening up
their specifications in this way.

All this accords perfectly with the aims
of the Trust, and shows exactly why
South West Eco Homes was set up, to
bridge the gap between green building

and the mainstream, and to educate
and inform the wider construction
community. We have found ourselves to
be at the cutting edge of development
in this area and believe that the
additional time and effort at the design
stage will not only reduce any risk
inherent in the building contract but
will also pay huge dividends for the
future in advancing the cause of
sustainable construction.

Great Bow Yard Warehouse

After long discussions with various
partners, including the Langport Area
Development Trust, we have agreed a
proposed layout for the redeveloped
warehouse. Architects drawings are now
available for inspection at our offices
and we expect to finalise the design
over the next 2 months.

The ground floor space is broken up
into three main areas:

maintaining the original trusses which
are of interest to building historians.
The large resultant space will have a
lightweight removable divider to
separate a community/multi-use
space from a café/bistro for which we
hope to find a tenant.

An upper floor only exists over the
oldest part and we have been
approached by the Somerset Guild of
Craftsmen who would like to use the
entire floor for a permanent display
space. This is an ideal use for the
warehouse as we intend to promote
local business and help to develop the
local economy.

There are obviously many competing
demands for uses on such a
development and we feel that we have
struck the right balance between the
immediate needs of the local
community and the need to encourage
businesses and grant some form of
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The plans for the refurbishment of the Great Bow Yard Warehouse showing the intended layout of the

ground and first floor.

a) The oldest part of the warehouse will
offer a range of small units for start-
up businesses and the fabric of the
building itself will be sympathetically
restored with the help of the
Somerset Building Preservation Trust.
Windows to Bow Street which have
long been bricked up will be
reinstated (in timber of course), the
floors repaired, the roof replaced and
the entire building upgraded to
modern standards.

b) The partially collapsed East wing will
be completely re-built and will house
the basic services for the building,
including a kitchen.

¢) The large West wing will be
completely re-roofed and refurbished,

public access to a historic building and
one that is inextricably linked with the
history of Langport.

On April 23rd we held a public
consultation in the Cocklemoor car
park where we displayed the newly
emerged plans for the warehouse and
staff were at hand to answer questions
and receive feedback from the general
public. Approximately 50 people
showed an interest and, in general, the
plans were well received. Local people
felt that some form of community
resource for Langport is long over due
and, in general, expressed a desire to
see a new and vibrant centre in place of
what is currently widely perceived to
be an eyesore.



IN BRIEF...

Minimising building waste

The Trust has written a Construction
Waste Guide to help County Council
contractors reduce waste from
construction sites in Somerset, so
reducing cost and environmental
impact. The guide encourages the
minimisation of waste production and
the recycling of unavoidable waste by
careful segregation of materials.

Renewable energy

The Trust has been working with
Hydrogeneration of Devon to develop
a water mill/ micro-hydro power
project on the Blackdown Hills. STSD
is acting as fund holder for the project
and link with Blackdown Hills Leader+
project. A similar arrangement is
being entered into with three biomass
projects for Renewable Energy, a
company based in Somerset. Trust
staff and Trustees recently attended a
seminar on renewable energy given
by Renewable Heat and Power Ltd.
The day was designed to give us a
basic understanding and update of
renewable energy issues and the types
now available to us.

SW Sustainable Construction
Network Website
www.swsustainablebuild.info
The site has now been completed and
is already providing a resource for
report sharing, event and news
promotion and a forum for questions
and issues.

Dorset and Devon networks
Progress is being made with setting
up a Devon Trust for Sustainable
Building and a strategy and action
plan for sustainable construction
work in Dorset.

In the flesh

Following a series of site visits to
sustainable developments in the
south west, STSD has been pleased
with the response from those of you
who have wanted to see sustainable
developments up close and

personal. This is an ideal way to learn
about the building techniques used

and a great way of inspiring the
budding developer. Developments
visited included Carymoor
Environmental Trust, Stroud Co
Housing, Livarot Walk, Hooke Park and
Ashley Vale Self Build.

Plans for Development Control

A meeting was held with the
Development Control Manager for
South Somerset District Council and
an agreement has been reached about
the opportunities to engage the
planning service in promoting
sustainable construction. The next
stage will be to work intensively on key
applications to develop understanding
amongst the development control
planners and generate some working
examples. Also to work on the key site
development briefs as an independent
source of advice.

The next stage agreement has been
reached to work with North Somerset
Development Control and also contact
the building control to engage them in

the process especially in the monitoring

of the use of BRE eco-homes standard
in new projects.

Constructing Sustainable policy
Recent policy initiatives the Trust has
been involved with include:

= Research for a report on
strengthening the planning and
building regulations “Building
Sustainability” for the Town and
Country Planning Association and
published by WWF (UK). This has
now been used to draft a private
members bill — Sustainable and
Secure Buildings Bill and strengthen
sustainable development powers of
local authorities in the new Planning
and Compensation Bill.

» Assessing the opportunities for
timber supply from the Blackdown
Hills area for new building in

Somerset. This research has identified

the opportunity for more local
sourcing and processing on

the Blackdowns, providing locally
processed timber from sustainably
managed woodlands. Further

work is proceeding to try and
establish a buyers club amongst
developers, builders and housing
associations who are committed to
purchasing 10% of their wood for
construction from local sources.

= Biodiversity Special Planning
Guidance for North Somerset
Council has been drafted based on
the proceedings of STSD’s Wild
About Town Conference held in
October 2003.

How Sustainable is your
development?

Recently STSD has been asked to
undertake assessments of
development proposals to say how
sustainable they really are, this has
been based on the Building Research
Establishment (BRE) Eco-Homes
assessment method. In the three
cases where we have undertaken this,
we have identified areas where the
applicant could improve their design
and layout and the developer has
used this as a report to the planning
authority to show how they are
trying to become more sustainable.

Information and Advice Service
At the end of 2003, the Trust
reported to the Energy Saving Trust
on plans to establish an advice and
information service across the
whole of Somerset for people
wanting to build or extend their
home. It showed that there was
potential to provide practical
support to over 2,000 households
and save xxx tonnes of CO2 each
year. We are now planning to
develop a full project with the district
councils, Centre for Sustainable
Energy and Energy Savings Trust for
later in 2004.

Want to Buy an Eco House?

Green Moves is a new website which
we are developing with support from
EBS, WWF and Co-op Bank in
partnership with other green
developers in the UK. This could
become the place to buy and sell
eco-homes in the future.






Food

glorious food...

For the past year, STSD have shared
part of their office with Somerset Food
Links.

Somerset Food Links aims include
working towards a thriving trade in
Somerset of locally produced food.
Over the past five years this county has
seen a noticeable upturn in the
number of food and drink producers,
supported by a growing commitment
from consumers to sustain local
industries. We continue to be thrilled
by the resulting increase in quality
and standards. It must be recognised
that increasing production without loss
of quality is essential when, as is
especially the case with local
producers, ‘traceability’ is a matter of
immense pride.

When consumers commit to
purchasing locally produced foods the
locally economy benefits, communities
become more sustainable and there is
an inevitable decrease in the distances
that foods travel. This leads to a
reduction in unwelcome emissions and
for the consumer, the result is that we
eat fresher food with no need to spray

packaging with chemicals to preserve
the contents. Sometimes what you see
is not all that you get!

Now is the right time to give credit
where credit is due and to reward those
who are leading the way in setting
quality standards for the sector.
Somerset Food Links is delighted to be
sponsoring the Somerset Life Drink
Producer of the Year Award. Local
Food & Drink Awards are an excellent
way to celebrate, congratulate and
promote top quality businesses in the
food and drink sector. When Somerset
Life launched the 2004 awards
Somerset Food Links was keen to
promote them in the local community.

Support your local producers and you
will support your local community.
Shop for locally produced foods, eat
fresher foods, savour the flavour.

If you would like more information on
SFL, please contact them direct on

tel: 01458 259485

or email: enquiries@foodlinks.org.uk

A directory of local producers is available
online visit www.celebratingsomerset.com

We need approx 6000
pre-Victorian red clay bricks for
the gable ends of the East Wing
of Great Bow Yard. They are
slightly smaller than the average
Victorian bricks, measuring

9” x2.5-25/8". We also need

any quantity/colour of leftover
exterior quality paint for local
children to paint the Great Bow
Yard hoardings.

If you can help with either of these
requests contact Nigel at STSD on
01458 259400 or email:
nigel@sustainablehousing.org.uk

More Useful and
Interesting Websites

www.swsustainablebuild.info
This is our new website for the
South West Sustainable
Construction Network. The project
promotes sustainable building in
the region by sharing good
practice among the public, private
and community sectors. The
website helps people working on
sustainable building to share
information, develop ideas and
contribute to policy. All you need
to do to get involved is register and
share what you know with others in
the network. It includes discussion
forums, news, research reports
including case studies, free events
listing and a useful web links page.

www.greenstreet.org.uk

The A-Z for sustainable
refurbishment has been put
together by Sustainable Homes
with support of local authorities,
housing associations, architects and
the NHF. It has been grant aided by
the Housing Corporation and
Energy Savings Trust. This site
focuses on the means to
sustainably refurbish, repair and
maintain existing housing stock.

www.salvomie.co.uk
SalvoMIE is a free materials
information exchange for the
construction and landscaping
sectors. Use it to source or sell
salvaged construction materials.



All change...

The great outdoors

Many of you will already be aware that,
as from the New Year, Julian (our Project
Manager) went part-time with the Trust
in order to free up some of his time to
gain some experience of practical
conservation and environmental
management. He remained working
with us on the Great Bow Yard project
two days a week, and the rest of his
week was spent mucking in with The
National Trust as a volunteer. As from
the beginning of April, Julian has left the
Trust completely as an employee,

Julian and Charles performing the farewell
handshake.

although will continue to work with us
on a consultancy basis. He intends to
continue his work with the National
Trust and is now in the process of setting
up his own consultancy business.

Visit: www.julianbrooks.com for more

information. I’'m sure that you will join
us in wishing Julian all the best for his
future plans!

New project manager

With Julian’s departure from the Trust
imminent, we held interviews for a new
Project Manager back in October and
welcomed Nigel Griffiths as our new
member of staff early in the New Year.
Nigel, who has been an active
member of STSD for a number of years,
will take on the daunting task of project
managing the Great Bow Yard
development. He has 14 years of
experience in the building industry, the
last 5 years dedicated towards
sustainable development, giving him a
healthy background to enable him to
manage this unusual site. Nigel and his
partner have renovated their own
home, near Taunton, using many
sustainable materials and methods.

STSD Volunteers

Over the past few months, we have had
volunteer help from Robert Harper, a
member of the Trust, who has helped
with cataloguing the library — a never
ending task that no one seems to have
time for. Robert is now moving away
and we would like to thank him for all
his help and wish him luck in his new
home. A big thank you also to all those
who volunteered their time to help us at
the ‘Homes for Good’ Fair in February...
and everyone else who, from time to
time, lends a helping hand to the Trust.

wave of last year?

Be prepared. If you haven’t done so
already, now is the time to get
yourself a water butt to collect
rainwater for watering your garden
plants during dry spells. They cost
very little and if you are on a water
meter, can save you £££s as well as
helping to conserve water and reduce
local flooding.

We have found an excellent value
water butt kit costing £29.95 (RRP
£65.80)! The kit includes a 41gallon

water butt made from 100% recycled
plastic, a water butt stand, a childsafe
lid and a rain diverter. And... you get
a 60-day free trial. The kits are
supplied by Blackwall for a project
sponsored by Wessex Water and the
Parrett Catchment Project.

Visit www.trycomposting.com/somersetcc
and scroll down through the composters to
the water butts section, or call the Hotline on
0870 8443003

Dates for your diary

Building Skills for the

future

Friday June 25th 2004
The Winter Gardens, Weston-Super-Mare
10am - 4pm

The construction industry is suffering a
shortage in the number of new people
entering the trade. This seminar will help
us understand the benefits of
encouraging a wide range of new trainees
to enter the construction industry. It will
consider the different opportunities for
training and supported employment of
new entrants including groups
traditionally excluded such as ethnic
minorities and the long-term
unemployed. It will explore how the
industry can address the need for more
sustainable building techniques in
construction.

‘Homes for Good’
Exhibition 2005

A two day event of exhibitions
and demonstrations of
sustainable building and living.

10am - 4pm Friday 18th and Saturday
19th February 2005 at the Matford
Centre, Exeter.

PUT THIS IN YOUR DIARY AND TELL
YOUR FRIENDS! See the back page for
further details.

If you are interested in any of these
events and would like further details
nearer the time, please send us your
request and mailing details. To save
on resources, the Trust may wish to
send information out by electronic
mail so please include your email
address if you have one.
admin@sustainablehousing.org.uk
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Clockwise from top right: Kevin McCloud with his son Milo in the straw bale construction at the Carymoor Environmental Trust stand; Many visitors enjoyed trying
out the building materials during hands-on sessions in the demonstration room; Milo trying his hand at making a cob block with cob builders AbeySmallcombe;
Charles Couzens and Kevin McCloud with Mike Tidmarsh (left) marketing manager of Bradfords Building supplies, one of the major sponsors of the fair.

A great success for STSD

Ouir first ‘Homes for Good’ Fair went
ahead as planned on Friday 13th and
Saturday 14th February. Over 60
exhibitors booked in for the event and
attracted an estimated 5,000 visitors
over the two days! Products on show
included cob blocks, timber frames,
natural paints, rainwater harvesting,
local produce and much more. The
event was held at the Somerset College
of Arts and Technology in Taunton
where SCAT’s own sustainable
development project, Genesis, was also
launched on the Saturday by Kevin
McCloud (presenter of Channel 4’s
Grand Designs and member of STSD).

In order to help compensate for any
environmental impact that the ‘Homes
for Good’ Fair may have had, we
summoned the help of co2balance Ltd
who, after calculating our likely CO?
production from organising and running
this event, planted a number of native
trees in a designated field in Devon to
carbon balance the ‘Homes for Good’
Fair. Visit www.co2balance.com

‘Going Home for Good’
competition

The ‘Going Home for Good’
competition was run in conjunction
with the fair to encourage children to
think about both sustainable building
and sustainable modes of transport.
Children were invited to design an
environmentally sensitive extension or
refurbishment to their home and the

prize on offer was a full suspension
mountain bike, kindly donated by lan’s
Cycle Centre, Taunton. The
competition was won by 15 year old
Jessie Walrond of Pitney. Jessie was
chosen as the winner by a panel of local
architects who all agreed that she had
put a lot of thought and research into
her design and showed a real
enthusiasm and understanding of
sustainable building. Her design
included straw bale construction, large
windows, solar panels, rainwater
harvesting and sheepswool insulation.
Kevin McCloud presented Jessie with
her well-earned prize on site at Great
Bow Yard in March.

Jessie receives her prize from Kevin and Charles,
for her sustainable house extension design.

‘Homes For Good’

We have now booked the venue for
the ‘Homes for Good’ Exhibition
2005 to be held at the Matford
Centre on Friday 18th and
Saturday 19th February 2005.
This venue offers excellent facilities
for both exhibitors and the public.
It has over 2300 sq metres of level
access exhibition space and has
hosted many other events such as
antiques fairs and garden fairs.

We would like to give even more
businesses and organisations the
chance to promote their products
and services and help to make
sustainable building design and
living the norm.

If you did not exhibit at this years
event and would like to be added
to the invite list for exhibiting in
2005, please send your name,
address, telephone number and a
brief description about your
business and products or services to
Corina Reay at STSD, Old Town
Hall, Bow Street, Langport,
Somerset TA10 9PR or email
corina@sustainablehousing.org.uk

If you would like to volunteer

to help with the organisation and
publicity of this event, or if you could
spare a day at the event helping out,
please let Corina know.



